Ash Wednesday

When people enter, they receive a piece of BROWN PAPER that has 2-sided tape on it to receive the ashes at the end of the service.

We will begin the evening praying TOGETHER:

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Levi then does a short welcome and explanation of the evening, including that the ashes are coming from the submission cards from the first Sunday of Epiphany. Then reads this:

I invite you, therefore, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy Word.  And, to make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us quiet our hearts before the Lord, our maker and redeemer.

Congregation sits in silence and decides on what they want to give up for Lent.  Then sings together:

Songs: Shine Your Light On Us, All We Need
The congregation comes forward, row by row and receives the ashes. 

Song: Take My Life (and Let It Be Consecrated)
After all the people have received their ashes we’ll play visual liturgy video: Psalm 51.

Scott will then say a few words and then lead the litany of penitence:

Litany of Penitence - Levi
Most holy and merciful Father:

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, Lord.
We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us.

We have not been true to the mind of Christ.

We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us, Lord.
Confession of sins against self (with breaks between lines for reflection: LEVI WILL ADVANCE SLIDES)
We confess to you Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy and impatience of our lives
We confess to you Lord, our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people
We confess to you Lord, our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves
We confess to you Lord, our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work
We confess to you Lord, our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us
Confession of sins against our neighbors (with breaks between lines for reflection)
Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done.  For our blindness to human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty.
Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done.  For our false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us.
Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done.  For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us.
CONFESSION TABLES
people will write on the paper tables.  personal and corporate sins.

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us;

Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great.

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation,

That we may show your glory to the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord,

Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. Amen.

Psalm 103 – Jonathan 

The benediction is said/read JONATHAN

May God grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that what we have done on this day may please him, and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy, so that we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

